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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
 

MARCH 2019 

     
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

March 6 -  Ash Wednesday 

 Soup Supper at 5:30-6:45 pm 

 Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 

March 10 -  Daylight Savings Time 

March 10 -  Augustana Choir Concert 

March 13 -   Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 

March 20 -  Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 

March 23 -  Italian Dinner and Silent Auction 

March 27 -  Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 
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Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me.  For those who 

want to save their life will lose it and those who want 

to lose their life for my sake will find it.”   

Matthew 16:24-25 
 

We live in a day of "casual 
Christianity." I heard 
someone recently say that 
the average church could 
drop one fourth of its 
members from the 
membership roll and 
neither the church nor the 
dropped members would 
notice any difference. 
 
Casual Christians are 
those who want to be 

numbered among the flock but could care less about 
following the Shepherd. They want the forgiveness the 
cross of Christ brings but never intend to carry their 
own cross. They want warm, fuzzy moments on an 
occasional Sunday morning but offer no commitment 
to Jesus on Monday mornings. In short, they want the 
crown without the cross.   
 
“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone desires to 
come after me, let them deny themselves, and take up 
their cross, and follow me. For those who want to save 
their life will lose it and those who want to lose their 
life for my sake will find it.’” Matthew 16:24-25 
 
First, the disciple is called to lay something down – 
Deny himself or herself.  "If anyone desires to come 
after me, let them deny themselves”.  
 
It is important to understand that Jesus does not mean 
what we usually think of as “self-denial.” By this we 
usually mean that we are giving up something. It is 
like how some Christian’s observe Lent, by giving up 
something, perhaps it is the giving up of a bad habit in 
life, or give up something really important like, “I am 
going to give up, wearing my Batman fleecy pants.” 
That is not the denial Jesus is talking about. Jesus is 
not only concerned with what we do, but even more 
importantly what we are. Therefore, he is not talking 
about denying ourselves luxuries or even necessities, 
but about “denying self” which is entirely different. 
Denying self means that we renounce our right to 
ourselves, the right to rule our own lives.  

The phrase “deny themselves” literally means, “to 
completely disown, to utterly separate oneself from 
someone.” It sounds hard because it is hard! Self 
does like to be denied, but until it is, we cannot 
possibly follow after Jesus like Jesus desires for us to 
follow! 
 
This is true for us as individuals and it is true for us as 
a congregation. Our human inclination is to look out 
for ourselves first and if all of our needs are met 
(along with several wants,) then we can think about 
someone else. But following Jesus means thinking 
about what is best for the neighbor FIRST. 
 
Membership in a Christian congregation is about 
making covenant with God and with a particular 
people of God to be disciples together in the life of 
faith. It’s about making promises to live intentionally 
together and with a certain purpose. We aren’t just a 
group of people. We’re a covenant community, and 
we’ve made promises to love each other and work 
together for the advancement of God’s kingdom. As 
we prepare to enter the season of Lent, let us as 
individuals and as a congregation reflect on the ways 
in our daily lives that we may deny ourselves and 
follow Jesus.    

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to…. 
 

Colton Boatman (son of David and Megan Boatman) 
blessings on his baptism 
Randy and Lynn Arndtson and Merle and Eloise 
Arndtson on the birth of their granddaughter / great 
granddaughter Olivia Margaret (parents Cale and 
Cayla) 
 

 
Sympathies to… 

 

Rob, Kaiya, Sam and Ben Witt as they mourn the 
death of Kaiya’s mother Emma Rahm  
Family of Larry Perseke as they mourn his death 
Judy Liffrig and family as they mourn the death of 
her mother Sally Schreader  
Tony Sieben and family as they mourn the death of 
his sister Loretta Sieben 
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THANK YOU to each and every person who 
donated to the "Adopt a Grandparent" Program for 
Augustana Care Center. 
 
Because of your donation every resident received a 
Valentine's Day Gift Bag for Valentine's Day! Thank 
you for giving of your resources to help put a smile on 
each resident's face! Thank you to Stephanie Becken 
and the youth of St. Philip's for making the awesome 
cards for the residents and God's angels that helped 
with delivery.  
 
 

Also, everyone who contributed by purchasing a gift 
bag, you also helped support the "Worship Wanderers 
program. Together we make a difference in the lives 
of our community and our own children! God bless 
you! 
 
Kathy Willis  
Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant 

 

 
The Worship and Music 
Ministry Team would like to 
THANK Bob Cruse who 
designed and built the stand 
holding the candle lighters 
used for each service.  It is a 
welcome addition to our 
sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool Chatter 
 

Last month we talked about how slowly winter had 
progressed. That is no longer the case. February was 
a busy month of cancelling, rescheduling and 
changing plans. We did enjoy Valentine’s parties, 
learning about the author Eric Carle, and a fan favorite 
- Dinosaurs!  
 
We had a very fun chapel this month with Pastor 
Geier. He brought in a bunch of lights from his 
personal collection and taught us about being the light 
of the world. The kids loved the visual of all the fun 
lights. Afterwards, we sang the song “This Little Light 
of Mine” to help us remember to be the light of Jesus 
no matter what. 
 
Registration for next month is in full swing. We will 
have M/W/F and T/Th morning classes 9 am-noon 
and possibly T/W/TH 12:30-3:30 pm. Forms can be 
found online or on the welcome center. So if you have 
a preschooler or family, neighbors, or friends, invite 
them to join us for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein 
Preschool Co-Directors 
        

 
AND THE WINNERS ARE…  
At the annual meeting on February 3, the 
congregation voted on where to spend the 10% giving 
component for the $161,300 collected for the 
capital/mortgage fund from April 22 until the end of 
2018. Council decided to split the $16,130 tithe, half 
within and the other half beyond the borders of 
Hastings. Each category had three selections and 
voters were asked to pick one from each area. 
  
For inside Hastings, Lewis House and Hastings 
Family Service tied so the two will split the designated 
amount. 
  
For outside Hastings, the winner was Matrix 
Emergency Shelter, Dakota County. 
  
At the next annual meeting, the congregation will vote 
on where to spend the tithe for monies collected in 
2019. Talk with the pastor throughout the year if you 
have any recipients you may want to be considered 
for the ballot. 
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MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES BEGIN MARCH 6 
WITH ASH WEDNESDAY! 
 
In the Narrative Lectionary that we use to determine 
our Scripture passages each Sunday this is the year 
of Matthew. As we found out earlier this year, there is 
way too much material in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 
found in chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew’s Gospel to 
cover in just three weeks. 
 
Because of that we will be going more in depth in 
these chapters during our midweek Lenten worship 
services. Our schedule will be as follows: 
 

March 6   Ash Wednesday  
 Blessed Are You 
March 13   Prayer and Fasting 
March 20   Our Lord’s Prayer 
March 27  Do Not Worry 
April 3   Judge Not 
April 10  Built on a Rock 

 
We will still join our voices together in the beautiful 
Holden Evening Prayer from March 13 through April 
10. We hope that you will be able to make our 
midweek worship an important part of your Lenten 
discipline! 
 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER  - Join the 

families of the youth serving on 
this summer’s mission trip to 
South Dakota for dinner March 
6 at 5:30-6:45 pm.  We will be 
serving chicken noodle soup 
and chili with the fixings for 
peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches along with milk 
and coffee. There will also be 
special cookies for sale as 

well. This is a fundraiser with all donations going to 
fund this trip and the ministry efforts that are part of it. 
This will also be a special time for fellowship as we 
enter the season of Lent.  All are welcome! 

CONFIRMATION MENTORS - Would you 
consider spending time with our confirmands? 
Starting in late February, students in 7th, 8th, and 
9th grade will be searching out mentors to commit 
to meeting over Lent. This is an exciting 
experience the youth look forward to every year 
and many adults do as well. It’s a special time to 
make connections.  
 

Frequently asked questions answered by Stephanie 
Becken: 
 

How much of a commitment is mentoring?  
Mentors are asked to meet with their mentees 5 times 
over the season of Lent. Each meeting should be 
about 1 hour.  Mentors and mentees are also 
encouraged to worship together. There will be a 
Mentor meeting in early March and a mentor coaching 
time (totally optional) will also be offered.  
 

What do we talk about? 
Curriculum is provided! Everything from ‘getting to 
know you’ kind of questions to meaningful, topical 
questions come together to give great jump off points. 
We even try to match the mentor packet with the 
sermon series during Lent to create even more 
common ground. This doesn’t mean groups only talk 
about the provided packet, but it definitely gives a 
place to start. 
 

How does this all work? Do we have to meet 
Wednesday nights?  
Arrangements between mentors and mentees vary! It 
all depends on the families involved. Parents of 
confirmands are included in all of this process. Times 
that the mentor and mentee can meet in public places 
(which include church, coffee shop, restaurants, 
library, etc) can be arranged through the mentor and 
mentee family. That might mean Sunday mornings 
work or Wednesday before worship. Sometimes it 
might mean meeting up to go bowling on a Saturday 
afternoon and fitting in the conversation between rolls. 
The mentor/mentee relationship is supposed to be 
different for everyone—unique and special. 
 

How do I sign up? 
The confirmands are encouraged to seek out their 
own mentor and ask them directly to be their mentor. 
If confirmands aren’t sure to ask, I like to be able to 
provide them with a few people they can ask, so if 
you’d like to mentor this year, please let me know and 
I will add you to my ‘willing to mentor’ list. That doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’ll be asked (I’m sorry—I wish I 
could guarantee everyone a partnership) but it does 
mean when a confirmation student asks who they 
should contact, I will include your name. 
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The adult education forums meet Sundays at 9:35 am 
in the Learning Room. 
 

March 3 - Dr. Udai Singh, PE, 
grew up in India and is of the 
Hindu faith. Udai will be 
sharing his background, 
culture, and faith; comparing 
similarities and slight 
differences than those typical 
of Minnesota and the United 
States. Dr. Singh is currently 
the Water Resource Director 
for the Mississippi Watershed Management 
Organization in St. Paul with a specialty in 
hydrogeology and water quality. 
 

March 10 - Melissa Friese and Kate Younger, 
undergrads 
majoring in 
Ecological 
Engineering 
spent January in 
Tanzania 
working with two 
villages on safe 
water supply 
and quality 
issues through 

the St. Paul Partners Program. St. Paul Partners has 
drilled more than 100 wells in the Iringa region of SW 
Tanzania. Come listen to their experiences, especially 
the opinion of a wayward elephant on their presence. 
 

March 17 - To be determined 
 

March 24 - It’s All About Relationship 
Whether it’s a companion congregation 8,000 miles 
away or the Food Pantry 8 minutes down the road, 
“mission work” is ultimately about relationship.  Pastor 
Eric Luedtke has had the privilege of serving the 
church and traveling throughout the United States and 
the world in diverse ministry settings that have 
profoundly shaped the way he hears Jesus’ command 
to “love your neighbor”.   
During the Adult Forum on Sunday March 24 Pastor 

Eric will share insights into how the relationships we  
build through global and local partnerships shape the 
way we interact with our neighbors. 
 

Ordained in 2010, Rev. Eric Luedtke currently serves 
as Pastor at Hope Lutheran Church in South 
Minneapolis. He lives in St. Paul with his 
wife Stephanie and his two daughters Olivia and 
Elena.  (And yes, his parents happen to be St. Philip’s  
members Art and Kathy Luedtke) 
 

March 31 - Anna Dourgarian received a Psychology 
Degree in 2011. After 
graduation, she worked 
with the Visitation 
Monastery of 
Minneapolis for a year 
doing missionary work 
throughout the North 
Side. Anna volunteered 
at nonprofit 
organizations including 
a homeless shelter, a 
center for domestic 
violence, a senior 
center and schools; her 
favorite project was 
leading a weekly science club for elementary school 
students. Anna is currently working toward a 
Computer Science degree. She will be describing her 
experiences, joys, and frustrations of her yearlong 
activities. 
 

 
ANNUAL GARAGE AND PLANT SALE COMING 
JUNE 8 - A reminder to 
everyone that St. 
Philip's will hold its 
annual Garage and 
Plant Sale on 
Saturday, June 8.  This 
event brings the 
congregation together in a healthy way as it creates 
departments of Housewares, Puzzles, Furniture, 
Children's and Adult Apparel, Crafts, Electronics, 
Books, Tools, Collectibles, Sports Equipment  and 
Home Decor.  
 
Be thinking of how you can help this year or what you 
can donate.   Questions about an item can be directed 
to Glenda Schnirring, gleners@embarqmail.com or 
Kathy Stockman at 437-9702.  
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SENIOR HIGH MENTORS — New This Year! 
What do you want to be when you grow up? Students 
in 10th, 11th and 12th grade are invited to explore that 
question through mentoring at St. Philip’s. This is new 
this year! Just like with confirmation mentoring, high 
school students will meet with adult mentors to go 
through a mentor packet over the season of lent—but 
this time the content is more focused on call and 
vocation. So, if an 11th grader is curious about a 
medical field, they would sign up for mentoring and 
ask to be connected with someone in the medical 
field.  
 

How does this work: 
1st:  10th, 11th, 12th graders—contact Stephanie 

Becken with your name, age, and field of interest. 
If you already have someone in mind to be your 
mentor—ask them! 

2nd: Stephanie will seek out adults in the field of 
interest and connect the mentor and mentee with 
the mentor packet and supplies. If the mentor has 
NOT mentored at St. Philip’s before, they will 
need to join in for the Mentor Meeting (March 6) 
and fill out a background check form, or meet with 
Steph to go over expectations. 

3rd: Meet! There will be 5 discussions in the mentor 
packet. You are welcome to meet when works 
best for each of you.  

 

As this is a pilot project this year, there will be kinks to 
work out, but it is exciting to try new things. So, reach 
out! Let’s try this! If you are an adult who would like to 
volunteer to mentor senior high students, please let 
Stephanie Becken know. 
 

 
ITALIAN DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION - Please 

join us for dinner! The 
families of the youth heading 
to South Dakota for this 
summer’s mission trip invite 
you for dinner March 23.  The 
doors will open at 5:30 pm 
with silent auction bidding 

and snacks. The menu includes a bright, spring salad, 
all you’d care to eat spaghetti and meat sauce, and 
delicious, homemade dessert. All money raised 
through the sale of tickets, the silent auction, and 
other donations will be used to fund this service trip for 
the youth and the ministry efforts that are part of it. 
This is open to the community, so please, invite a 
friend!  Tickets will be available before and after 
worship starting in March and also are available for 
sale in the church office. They are $10 for adults, $5 
for children and students. Children under 5 years old 
are free! 

SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS - Would you be 
willing to put together a basket for this year’s Italian 
Dinner? All donations are tax deductable and go 
directly to making this summer’s mission trip to South 
Dakota’s Pine Ridge Reservation affordable for the 
youth participating. Be creative! Have fun! We’ve had 
so many different kinds of silent auction offerings in 
the past, and each has been a unique addition and so 
appreciated. Ideas from past years have included 
things like fishing trips, a home-cooked dinner, 
babysitting, cutting boards, movie or game night 
baskets, a basket full of dinosaurs—and so much 
more. We have an amazing amount of creativity 
flowing through our church family. If you’d like to 
donate a basket or item, please bring it to Stephanie 
Becken’s office. She will have a ‘drop zone’ where you 
can leave your item, fill out a description card (so 
helpful as it gives you an opportunity to let the auction 
workers know the value of the item), and also pick up 
a donation receipt.  
 

 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES - A person’s first 

communion can be a special time and at 
St. Philip’s we’re so excited to walk this 
path with you. Often, children receive their 
first communion sometime between 1st-5th 
grade—but there are LOADS of 
exceptions. At St. Philip’s, we encourage 
families to make the decision about first 

communion together. Some signs you or your child 
may be ready: 
 
 A curiosity about communion 
 A desire to talk about communion, forgiveness and 

Jesus 
 
Communion is a sacrament—an undeserved and 
unearned gift from God. It’s also a very special time 
when we can celebrate with one another. If first 
communion is of interest to you or your family, please 
join Pastor Geier for communion classes: 
 
April 6 and 13 at 9:00-11:00 am (these are two 
different classes—try to be at both if possible) 
April 18 at 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday worship, where 
First Communion is celebrated 
 
Please contact Stephanie Becken with any questions 
and also to sign up for the class times. 
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RING ALONG WITH BELLS OF THE BLUFFS - 
Have you dreamed of being part of a 
dynamic, entertaining handbell 
ensemble? Here’s your chance to try!  
Or have you ever wondered what it is 
like to ring with a group like Bells of 
the Bluffs. 

 

All interested musicians are invited to ring along with 
Bells of the Bluffs handbell ensemble in rehearsal on 
March 21 and March 28. Visitors will play side-by-side 
with Bells of the Bluffs ringers and are encouraged to 
try various ringing positions. It’s an opportunity to work 
on ringing techniques and be part of a fun ensemble 
led by one of the region’s premier directors. 
 

Rehearsals take place at First Lutheran Church, 615 
West 5th Street, Red Wing, Minnesota, from 5:00 to 
7:00 pm. Contact Musical Director Marilee Anderson 
at 651-808-4589 or bellsofthebluffs@gmail.com and 
come ring along with Bells of the Bluffs! 
 

 
AUGUSTANA CHOIR CONCERT - Come enjoy a 

night of music as the 
Augustana Choir from 
Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota performs pieces 
by Bach, Mendelssohn, 

Grieg and Vivaldi, with a set of contemporary pieces, 
as well.  The concert is on Sunday, March 10 at 7:00 
pm at St. Philip’s.  The concert is free and open to the 
public (with a free-will offering accepted). Dr. Steven 
Grives is the guest conductor. 
 

 
IT’S TIME FOR KITCHEN CLEANING.  This will be 
happening on Tuesday, March 19 
at 9:00 am.  We need many helpful 
hands to clean the kitchen and 
kitchenette.  Please come if you 
can and bring a food item to share 
for lunch. 
 

 
COMING UP IN APRIL… 
 
April 7   Children’s Musical “Old Testament - Fast 
 Forward 
April 12  Confirmation Lock-In 
April 14  Palm Sunday 
April 18  Maundy Thursday Worship / First 
 Communion 
April 19  Good Friday Worship  
April 21  Easter Worship and Pie Breakfast 

MARCH FOOD SHARE WITH FOOD FOR KIDS - 
Over the course of March, we will be celebrating Food 
Share Month with food and monetary donations for the 
United Way’s Food for Kids initiative. Last year, 
through St. Philip’s efforts, we sponsored a weekend’s 
worth of meals for children using the program in 
Hastings. This year, we’re hoping to do more! We will 
be collecting food and monetary donations all of 
March and up to April 14.  Any money received will go 
toward purchasing food.  On Palm Sunday (April 14) 
between services we will be packing all the food that 
has been collected for the 130+ students who receive 
them every week. A representative from United Way 
will be here with us.   
 
 
 
 
 

There are Hastings children who don’t have 
enough to eat.  Weekend without school meals are 
especially tough. 
 

Food 4 Kids provides bags filled with kid-friendly 
food for the weekend. 
 

Here’s how YOU can help! 
 

• Donate money so we can buy food and packing 

bags. 

• Donate kid-friendly foods listed below. 

• Host a food drive or packing event as a 

community service activity. 

• However you chose, you’ll be helping the kids 

of Hastings come to school with full tummies, 

ready to learn. 
 

Shopping List: 
 Cans of Ravioli, Spaghettios, Chili 

 Cereal - Individual Servings      Cereal bars 
 Juice Boxes / Hot Chocolate 

 Meat - Canned      Ramen Noodles 
 Beef Sticks      Oatmeal packets * 

 Peanut Butter - Individual Cups *      Soups * 
 Individual Mac & Cheese cups or packets 

 Any other typical “kid-friendly” foods 
 

*Especially Needed 
 

Helpful Tips… 
All Food items should be “non-perishable” 
Children have to carry the packs home from 
school, so we try to make them light 
Easy opening (pop top) cans, and simple 
microwavable foods work best 
6 Food items plus 1 beverage are packed in each 
gallon sized bag.  Space is limited. 
 

For more information of Food 4 Kids:   
www.unitedwayofhastings.org 

mailto:bellsofthebluffs@gmail.com
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AUGUSTANA VALENTINES - St. Philip’s has paired 
up with Kathy Willis at Mary Kay for several years to 
put together special 
Valentines for the 
residents at Augustana 
Care Center. This year, 
55 Valentines packets 
were hand-delivered to 
Augustana residents by 
some of our 5th and 6th 
grade students and their 
families.  Students 
interacted with residents 
and shared well wishes. 
Thank you, everyone, 
who donated to cover 
the costs of the 
Valentine packets and to 
all the kiddos who made Valentine cards for each of 
the residents as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LOCKED IN WITH OUR SAVIOUR’S - Save the date! 
Confirmands, we’ll be 
hanging out at Our Savior’s 
April 12-13 for an all night 
event—Locked In! There’ll 
be food, games, movies, 
worship, escape rooms, and 
more as we combine our 
confirmation classes 
together for a time of fellowship and fun. The evening 
will start at 7:00 pm Friday night and go through 7:30 
am Saturday morning. Registrations will be sent out in 
late March. Please plan on being there if at all 
possible. This event is absolutely free! Talk to Steph if 
you have any questions.  
 
 

56rs SACRAMENT WORKSHOP DAYS - Pastor 
Geier will be leading 56rs Sunday School March 3-31. 
Even if your student does not usually attend Sunday 
School, this is a great time to jump in. This is a 
precursor to confirmation and really helps the kids get 
a bigger understanding of Holy Communion. This 
group will also help lead worship on Maundy Thursday 
(April 18). In March, 56rs plan to meet directly in the 
Youth Room. 
 

 
MARCH 10 PAJAMA DAY PROGRAMMING - The 
clocks have to change…but we’re going to make the 
best of it! Come to Sunday school in your pajamas 
March 10 if you’d like! We’ll also have muffins and 
juice at Sunday School opening as well. We might be 
a little sleepy, but we’ll be together!  
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL EXPLORE SESSION – 
Stephanie Becken and Andi Barker bring the 
preschool and kindergarten Sunday Schoolers on an 
exploration of the church. An up close look at the 
baptismal font was one of the destinations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MARCH SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
 March 3 Matthew 16:24-17:8 
  Transfiguration 
 March 10 Matthew 18:15-35 
  Forgiveness 
 March 17 Matthew 20:1-16 
  Laborers in the Vineyard 
 March 24 Matthew 22:1-14 
  Wedding Banquet 
 March 31 Matthew 25:1-13 
  Parable of the Bridesmaids 
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"WINE, WOMEN AND WELLNESS" EVENING 
FULLY ENJOYED - Nearly thirty St. Philip's women 
spreading over generations convened at Millner 
Family Chiropractic, on February 8, to socialize and 
learn about  many aspects of healthy living. Dr. Julie 
Hauk, a St. Philip's member, with a practice at the 
Center hosted the group with presentations and 
activities. The Fellowship Team, led by Camille 
Nelson, planned and coordinated the details of the 
event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GLOW PARTY REVIEW AND PICTURES - How 
much fun can a pack of 27 5-10 year-olds have on a 
Friday night? That’s what Faith Formation set out to 
find when we planned our first Glow Party for 
February 8. It turns out, there’s lots of fun to be had 
when so many great community kiddos come 
together. Over the course of the evening, we played 
games, ate yummy food, made crafts, danced and 
built forts. Some kids came with friends already, but 
over the course of the night, everyone also found 
someone new to enjoy time with. We shared the love 
of Jesus—the light of the world—through fellowship 
time together. We can’t wait for the next time we’re all 
together for fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Emily Hauk, is 
seen doing her 
presentation to  

the group 

Kathy Stockman 
was the lucky 

winner of a "My 
Pillow" prize to 

take home 

Women came in comfortable clothing for 
stretch exercises and other information sharing 

about living a healthy life 
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Camp Director Mandy 
Severtson of Green 

Lake Ministries 
brought greetings and 

took away the 
enthusiasm St. Philip's 
has for church camp 

experiences 

St. Philip's staff 
member, Stephanie 
Becken, is a year 

around supporter of 
youth, families and 
camp experiences 
such as were being 

described 

The Children’s Choir dressed in camp attire 
impresses the congregation with several 

selections reminiscent of camp life 
 

St. Philip's 
instrumental music 

leader, Nathan 
Griner, supported the 
Children's Choir on 

guitar 

A large number of young people have become 
proficient on instruments, from keyboard to brass. 

These children did prelude and offertory music 
throughout the worship hour. 

ST. PHILIP’S ANNUAL CAMP SUNDAY REVS UP 
INTEREST - January 27, 2019 was a cold Sunday, 
but nothing changed in the roll-out of highlighting the 
benefits of church camp for young people and 
families. The Children's Choir directed by Ellen 
Diischer did a lively selection of great camp 
arrangements for the worship service. Camp Director 
Mandy Severtson, from Green Lake Ministries, was in 
attendance to speak to the congregation and see 
firsthand how St. Philip's connects with the camping 
experience for building lives of value and purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church organist 
Noreen Swanson did 
piano back-up for the 

Children’s Choir 
selections 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
Stephanie Becken, Director of Children,  
   Youth and Family Ministries 
   stephanieb@splchastings.org 
John Bergland, Business Manager 
   johnb@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   HastingsELC@yahoo.com 
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   HastingsELC@yahoo.com 
Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 
 8:30 and 10:30 am 
Holy Communion offered every Sunday  
 

Wednesday Night Lenten Services  
Starting March 6:  7:00 pm 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:HastingsELC@yahoo.com
mailto:HastingsELC@yahoo.com

